The
Presbyterian Church of Dover September 6, 2026

Welcome! We are so glad yon are worshiping with us today and we pray you feel at homze!
Please sign the pew pads. Note that prayer cards will be collected during the first hymmn.
We Gather
Opening Voluntary: “God’s Holy Word Alone Shall Be” (M. Praetorius)

+ Call to Worship

This day, Holy God, teach us how to love ourselves
Without selfishness, conceit, or disregard for our neighbors.

¥ A
This day, Holy God, teach us what it means to stand up confidently for '7‘/ v?
our faith o 2
Without demeaning othets in the process. ele
This day, Holy God, teach us how to forgive
With humility and love. /\
This day and every day, Holy God, teach us your way. I

Let us pray together:

Dearest God of Creation, Love, Peace and Justice: We acknowledge you, O God, as the
Creator God of diversity. You made us of different sizes and colors and genders, and with
many languages and ways of looking at this wonderful world that you created. For that
we are thankful and awestruck. Above all, we thank you for Jesus the Christ, the One who
represents us in our diversity before you and the angels. The One whose life is our

example; the One whose death gives us life; the One whose resurrection gives us hope.
Amen.

+ Hymn #14: “For the Beauty of the Earth”
Confession & Pardon (Based on Romans 12:9-12, p. 922)

Paul reminds us that love must be sincere. However, we find it difficult to love as you love
us with unconditional and eternal love that does not seek its own benefit and that loves
without expecting anything in return. He also reminds us to hate evil and cling to good,
and yet our will is not governed by reason or by grace, but it is a slave of appetites, whims
or fancy. The only thing that allows us to serve God with fervor is the strength that your
Spirit who dwells within us that controls our actions and that gives us hope to persevere
in prayer and to serve others gives us. Do not let evil overcome us. Pour out your grace
upon your people and deliver us through your mercy, so that we can, through your action,
overcome evil with good. In the name of Jesus. Amen. (Silent prayers)

We give thanks that we have a God who hears our prayers. If God is with us, who can be against
us? For God loved us so much that God gave us Jesus, the ultimate expression of God’s love.
Thus, in Jesus Christ we declare that we are indeed forgiven!

+ Response #300: “We are One in the Spirit”



+ The Peace

We Hear the Word
Word in Music: “Sing, Sing, Sing to the Lord” (unknown), The Chancel Choir

Children’s Sermon
Prayer for Illumination

Our Father, Mother, and Sibling, thank you for the opportunity to be in this place this
morning, singing songs of praise and hearing words of assurance, peace and love. Help
us to heed your commands so that we can love others as you love us, every day and every
hour. In your name we pray. Amen.

Scripture: Romans 13:8-14 (p. 923)
Meditation: “Love Feast,” Rev. Dr. Tony Aja

We Respond to the Word
+ Affirmation of Faith

God of hope and peace, God of life and love, you broke into the world not with the clamor
of battle but with the cry of a tiny babe; now break into the lives of your children around
the world that this might be a day of peace. May all your children be open to the
indwelling of your Holy Spirit that we might be converted from violence to your peace.
Thus transformed, may we convert our weapons of destruction into implements of
healing and production so that all your children know justice, wholeness, and well-being.
We pray in the name of that tiny babe, Jesus the Christ, the Prince of Peace. Amen.

+ Offering: “Sonata No. 26 in E Flat Major” (Beethoven)
If you wonld like to share a gift, raise your hand and an usher will be by. Y ou may also give online at doverpresbyterian.org.

Feasting and Praying at the Table

Holy and gracious God, the heavens tell your glory, and the firmament proclaims your
handiwork. You are the author of this marvelous universe. You are our maker and not we
ourselves. You have made us for yourself so that our hearts are restless until they find rest in you,
yet we have not been faithful to the covenant to which you keep calling us. Despite our
alienation, waywardness, and estrangement, your steadfast love endures forever.

We give thanks for this love feast that Jesus prepared for us. Pour out your Spirit upon us
and upon your gift of bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of
Christ and that we may truly be his body in the world for which he lived and died and still
lives.

By your Spirit, unite us both with the living Christ and with all your people everywhere, that
together we may offer the compassion and forgiveness and healing and hope that have come to
us through him.

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor
are yours, eternal God, now and forever. Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts* as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

* Please use whichever words and language you prefer.

God, at the depth of your compassion and the breadth of your love, where we give up so
easily, as our love falters and fails, your love never fails, for it comes to us through our
Lord, who was faithful even to death on the cross so that we might have life abundant and
eternal—life full and rich and free. We love each other because through Jesus You loved
us first. Amen.

We Go to Serve

+ Hymn #203: “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love”

+ Blessing

Closing Voluntary: “Valse Noble” (Schubert)

Community News

+ Please rise in body or spirit

Participants: Jimmy Gray (Lay Leader), Cheryl Weil (Greeter/Usher), Tom Worley (Livestream)

The Flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of their son, Jason, by Pat and Nancy

Parish.

Worship credits: all liturgy provided by Rev. Dr. Tony Aja. Graphic by wonderwoman627 from pixabay.com. Reprinted/streamed with permission under One

License #A-716734, CCLI SongSelect License #21953553, and CCLI Streaming License #21953546.
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Immigrant Food Drive Continues

Thank you for your continued support of the food drive to benefit our Hispanic and Haitian
neighbors affected by the current immigration crisis. Let’s keep collecting the following: dry

pinto beans, dry black beans, white rice, masa flour, peanut butter, and toiletries.




Looking for Candy and Volunteers

The Mission Engagement Team will have a table at the 2026 Delaware Veterans’ Stand Down
& Empowerment Expo on Friday, September 18, from 8:30 AM — 2 PM in Shutte Park.
Please place your gifts of individually wrapped candy for the event in the basket in the New
Narthex. The Team also seeks volunteers to staff our table. Contact Deb Stuck at 302-331-
5201 if you’d like to help.

Prayer Requests: Please email requests to the church office by Tuesdays at 2 PM.

e Military service personnel, the homeless, those suffering from COVID-19, those affected
by natural and unnatural disasters, those in the hospital and care facilities, those with life-
threatening issues, those impacted by gun violence, those working to repair broken
systems of injustice, those impacted by war and violence around the world, especially in
Israel, Gaza, Ukraine, Russia, Sudan, & Armenia.

e Those with health concerns, specifically Ellen Estus, Addy Babus, Chris Case, Brendan
Ward, Carolyn Sanborn, Pat Franze, Joseph Franze, Larry France, Joe Allmond, Jennifer
Mayer, Leslie Denny, Lynn Miller, Dee Hoyt, Peggy Swygert, Barb Sherman, Lori Ramsey,
and Ernie Parker.

e Homebound members and friends, specifically, Victor Adom, Kathleen Boone, Claire
Bradley, Marianne Leavitt, Charlie Lohrmann, Betty Maine, Charlotte Massey, and Eva
Ritter.

e Prayers for the family and friends of the recently deceased.

Celebration Sunday /A

Next Week, Sept. 13 Worship
Get Rea@/ to Saill
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