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The Gathering 
Ringing of the Hour 

Welcome to The Presbyterian Church of Dover! Please sign the pew pad to let us know you are here today.  
Please also make use of the orange prayer cards which will be collected during the first hymn. 

 
Prelude “America the Beautiful” K. Bates and S. Ward 
  
+ Call to Worship 

Arise, people of God! Now is the time to worship! 
We come as citizens of heaven and God’s very own beloved children. 

Sing songs of joy and shout aloud to the God of all nations and the Rock of our salvation! 
We praise God, the Giver of Freedom, in whose Almighty Hand we are held. 

 
+ Hymn #331 “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand” 
 
A Litany of Thanksgiving 

From sea to shining sea, you have blessed us, O God, and we give thanks to you at this 250th 
anniversary of the founding of these United States of America. For the times of vision and 
determination, we give you thanks!  
 For times of courage and integrity, we give you thanks!  
For the days when we’ve gotten it right by showing our equal care and respect to one another and to 
all people, we give you thanks!  

For the brave witness of those who sacrificed everything by serving their country, we give you 
thanks!  

For times of unity in the midst of division and times of harmony in the midst of disagreement, we 
give you thanks!  

For the ways in which we have embraced our common humanity and common bonds, we give 
you thanks!  

For the privileges of living in this place that we take for granted, we give you thanks! 

 
Response #337 “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee” (stanza 3) 
 
A Litany of Lament 

And yet, we are bold enough to be honest about our failures and sins despite our love for this place 
we call home. For the times when our courage has collapsed under pressure to conform, Lord, have 
mercy.  

For the times when we’ve failed to uphold the dignity and humanity of all your children, Lord, 
have mercy.  



For the times when we’ve dominated others near and far as if we are the saviors of the world, Lord, 
have mercy.  

For the great sin of racism that continues to plague our quest for unity and dehumanizes our 
siblings, Lord, have mercy. 

For the ways we’ve sacrificed ourselves to the lesser gods of power, war, and money, Lord, have 
mercy.  

For the ways we’ve too often looked only at our differences instead of our similarities, Lord, have 
mercy.  

For the ways in which we have betrayed our common humanity and common bonds to lift up the 
few while pressing down the many, Lord, have mercy. 

 

Response #756 “O God of Every Nation” (stanza 2) 
 

Unison Prayer 
In humility and honesty, we graciously ask that you forgive us of our sins, those of the nation, 
those of the church, those of each of us. Help us seek true freedom that can only be found in you 
and help us work toward the day when there will truly be liberty and justice for all. This we pray 
in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
+ Response #756 “O God of Every Nation” (stanza 4)  
  

+ Passing of the Peace 

The Word 
Children’s Sermon 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
In the reading and hearing of your Word, O God, may we hear echoes of freedom so deeply that 
we seek freedom for your whole creation. In the name of the One who alone sets us free, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Scripture & Sermon John 8:31-36 (p. 871) “Free Indeed” 
 

The Response 
+ Affirmation of Faith  from Confession of Belhar, 1986 

We believe that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ… 
and that this unity can be established only in freedom and not under constraint; that the variety of 
spiritual gifts, opportunities, backgrounds, convictions, as well as the various languages and 
cultures, are by virtue of the reconciliation in Christ, opportunities for mutual service and 
enrichment within the one visible people of God. 

 
Offering Our Gifts to God 

If you did not place your gift in the offering plate before worship, simply raise your hand and 
 an usher will collect your gift. You may also give online at doverpresbyterian.org. 

 
Song of Longing #470 “There is a Longing in Our Hearts” 
 
The Lord’s Supper, Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts* as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
  * Please use whichever words and language you prefer. 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Sending 
+ Hymn #339 “Lift Every Voice and Sing”  
 
+ Charge & Benediction  
 
Postlude  “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” Arr. Wilhousky/M. Parsons 
  + Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Announcements 
Participants: Gary Patterson (Lay Leader), Cheryl Weil (Greeter/Usher), Simeon Scott (Livestream) 
 
The Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of our fathers, Harry F. Patterson and Curtis 
B. Patterson, by Betsy and Gary Patterson. 
 
Worship credits: Call to Worship, Litany of Thanksgiving, Lament, and Confession, Prayer for Illumination by Rev. Dr. Mark E. 
Parsons II. Reprinted/streamed with permission under One License #A-716734, CCLI SongSelect License #21953553, and CCLI 
Streaming License #21953546. 

Prayer Requests 
Please email requests to the church office by Tuesdays at 2 PM. 

• Military service personnel, the homeless, those suffering from COVID-19, those affected by natural 
and unnatural disasters, those in the hospital and care facilities, those with life-threatening issues, 
those impacted by gun violence, those working to repair broken systems of injustice, those impacted 
by war and violence around the world, especially in Israel, Gaza, Ukraine, Russia, Sudan, & 
Armenia. 

• Those with health concerns, specifically Ellen Estus, Addy Babus, Chris Case, Brendan Ward, 
Carolyn Sanborn, Pat Franze, Joseph Franze, Larry France, Joe Allmond, Jennifer Mayer, and Peggy 
Swygert. 

• Homebound members and friends, specifically, Victor Adom, Kathleen Boone, Claire Bradley, 
Marianne Leavitt, Charlie Lohrmann, Betty Maine, Charlotte Massey, Sandy Rhodes, & Eva Ritter. 

• Prayers for the family and friends of the recently deceased, especially the family of Terry Bone. 

 

July Sermon Series 

FREEDOM 
7/12: Sacrifice & Struggle - Matt 16:21-26 
7/19: The Long Road to Equality - Gal 3:23-28 & Matt 22:36-40 
7/26: Service: The True Call of Freedom - Gal 5:1-15 & Phil 2:1-8, 3:17-21 



Upcoming Events at The Presbyterian Church of Dover 
Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 
July 5 

 
Worship 
11 AM 

(Sanctuary) 
 
 

July 6 
 

AA 
8 – 9 PM 

(Social Hall) 
 

July 7 
 

Membership 
Committee 

10 – 11 AM 
(Zoom) 

 

July 8 
 

NCP Staff 
Relations 

10 AM – 4 PM 
(Alcove & Library) 

 
CKB Studio 
12 – 7 PM 

(Social Hall) 
 

July 9 
 

Prayer Shawl 
1 – 3 PM 
(Library) 

 
Admin Committee 

5 – 6 PM 
(Zoom) 

 
NA Meeting 

6:15 – 8:15 PM 
(Social Hall) 

July 10 July 11 
 

P.E.O. 
9:30 – 11 AM 

(Library) 
 

 

Food Drive:  The Need Continues 
Holy Cross Church has again reported record 
need for the following: 
 

• Dry pinto beans 

• Dry black beans 

• White rice 

• Masa flour 

• Toiletries 
 

Thank you for your tremendous response thus 
far and for continuing to donate whatever you 
can.  
 

Recommended Readings on Freedom 
As we prepare to celebrate the 250th birthday of our country, we will spend four weeks considering 
freedom from the Christian perspective. Scriptures will include (July 5) John 8:31-36, (July 12) Matthew 
16:21-26, (July 19) Galatians 3:23-28 and Matthew 22:36-40, and (July 26) Galatians 5:1, 13-15 and 
Philippians 2:1-8, 3:17-21.  
 

In addition, Pastor Mark recommends the following which he has been reading: On Tyranny and On 
Freedom by Timothy Snyder, The Greatest Sentence Ever Written by Walter Isaacson, The Soul of 
America and American Struggle by John Meacham, The Faithful of our Fathers by Alf Mapp, Bridge Across the 
Years by Aline Noren Ebinger, “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the 
poem “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” by Dr. Maya Angelou, and The Declaration of Independence. 
 

The Presbyterian Church of Dover 

www.doverpresbyterian.org 
54 South State Street, Dover, DE 19901-7312, 302-734-3313 

Rev. Dr. Mark E. Parsons II, Pastor, 302-734-3313, ext. 2, revdrparsons@gmail.com 
Dr. Susan A. Vowels, Office Administrator, 302-734-3313, ext. 1, predvr@verizon.net 

Mrs. Michelle Taylor, Director of Music, michelletaylorpianostudio@gmail.com 
 Mrs. Betsy Gray, Handbell Choir Director, betsy.gray1952@gmail.com 
Dr. Heather Thomson, Technology Coordinator, hthomson@udel.edu 

Check out the  
latest news here! 
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